
 

 

Newsletter No 7           March 2019 

Much of the material in this newsletter comes from contributions from teachers who 

attended one of our courses and who were very generous in sharing ideas/resources and 

strategies which work for them in the classroom.   Many thanks to them for this 

generosity.   

 Brainbox games 

 Customised autocorrect in Microsoft Word for regularly misspelt words 

 Dyslexia and learning languages 

 Epubbooks for digital copies of books 

 Kara Tointon’s video on how she coped with dyslexia 

 Maths websites 

 Memory game to help with learning 

 Mnemonic to remember points when discussing poems 

 NALA English comprehension worksheets 

 Rainbow Grammar 
 Websites to make infographics/posters/infomercials/videos 

 

Brainbox games 

Brainbox games are quick and easy to play in the classroom.  They cover lots of topics but most 

relevant for Irish schools would be the boxes that cover English, Space, Science, World History, 

French, German, Spanish, Inventions, Art and Nature.  Easons have some of them for €14.99.  Here is 

an example of what to expect.   

BrainBox Let’s Learn German:  Learn the German vocabulary associated with a variety of 

everyday situations, from birthday parties to shopping to lessons at school. Bilingual 

captions and questions at two levels make this a great game for beginners and more 

experienced German speakers alike.  The object of the game is to study a card for 10 

seconds and then answer a question based on the roll of a dice. If the question is answered 

correctly, the card is kept, and the person with the most number of cards after 5 or 10 

minutes is the winner. 

Customised Autocorrect in Microsoft Word 

The AutoCorrect feature in Microsoft Word is a very useful tool that is often underutilised. It can be 

customised so that the individual can build up their own personal bank of commonly misspelled 

words. 

 

 



Dyslexia and learning languages 

www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/educator/modern-foreign-languages  

The above link to the British Dyslexia Association website discusses modern language learning for 

the student with dyslexia.  It looks at which languages are more suitable, suggesting Spanish, Italian 

and German are more transparent with a clear letter-sound structure. French, like English, is a 

relatively opaque language.  This means it does not have clear letter-sound correspondence and has 

more irregularities.  It then looks at study strategies which can help the student when learning 

languages.   

 

Epubbooks  www.epubbooks.com 

Epubbooks gives free access to books, which are available in both EPUB and Kindle ebook format. All 

ebooks are provided without DRM protection and can be read on any device, including Android, Apple 

(iPad, iPhone, macOS), Amazon Kindle, Kobo, and many other digital devices and smartphones.  Titles 

available include the Narnia books by C. S. Lewis. 

 

Kara Tointon youtube video  www.youtube.com/watch?v=L7cfD0PMV84  

Kara Louise Tointon is an English actress, best known for playing Dawn Swann in BBC soap opera 

EastEnders.  She is dyslexic and features in a Youtube video Don’t call me Stupid.  It reflects her 

difficulties and explains how these affect her in her acting life.   Kara meets other dyslexics whose 

moving stories reveal the impact it can have on young lives without the right support. 

 

Maths websites  

Here are two websites that set out to make the teaching of maths more fun 

www.mrbartonmaths.com  and www.Mathgeekmama.com  

 

Memory game to help improve memory 

Put up to 20 items on a tray.  Give students one minute to look at the items.  Then cover the tray and 

ask them to make a list of the items they can remember.  Then compare the results.  Some students 

will be able to list more items than others.  In class discussion ask them to say what strategies they 

used to remember.  These strategies might be 

 Finding links between items 

 Visualising the positions or shapes 

 Making a rhyme or association of words. 

Repeat the game within a few weeks.  Remind the students of the strategies that had been helpful 

prior to repeating it.   

Mnemonic for poetry 
Here is a mnemonic (STYLISH)  which might help to remember points when discussing poems.  It 

stands for  S = setting, structure, T = theme  Y = you  L = language  I = imagery S = symbolism  H = 

humour.  

Nala English comprehension worksheets  www.nala.ie/resources/131     

The National Adult Literacy Agency (NALA) has worksheets for English comprehension which can be 

downloaded on the link above.   One teacher suggested, after downloading worksheets such as 

these or the JCSP worksheets, they could be laminated.   The student can use markers when 

answering the questions.  The answers can be wiped off making the worksheet reusable.   

 

http://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/educator/modern-foreign-languages
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L7cfD0PMV84
http://www.mrbartonmaths.com/
http://www.mathgeekmama.com/
http://www.nala.ie/resources/131


Rainbow Grammar 

Rainbow Grammar uses a system of colours, which help teach the students how to use grammar 

correctly. The colours help the children learn and recognize different sentence structures.  There are 

eight colours and each colour represents a different part of a sentence. A guide to it is at 

http://www.kirtonlindseyschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2017/03/Kirton-Lindsey-

Primary-School-Rainbow-Grammar-Guide-for-Parents.pdf   

 

Websites to make infographics/posters/infomercials/videos 

The following websites have been recommended for making information more accessible. They are 

really useful for making presentations or for learning material visually.  All have a free access option.  

The student and/or teacher can use templates, icons, graphs, charts to visually display and 

communicate key points.  They add visual interest through shapes, frames, graphics, colour etc., and 

can be customised with personal images. Spark.adobe can be used to create web pages and video 

stories. Powtoon allows the addition of images and sound to make animated videos. Tellegami is a 

mobile app that lets one create and share a quick animate Gami video. 

   

 www.canva.com  

 www.powtoon.com  

 https://spark.adobe.com/. 

 www.tellegami.com 

 www.venngage.com 

 

Dyslexia Courses Ireland    Autumn 2019 Courses 

Course on Dyslexia for Mainstream Teachers 

Mullingar          Saturday 5th October Bloomfield Hotel 10.00 – 15.00 

Dun Laoghaire Saturday 12th October Royal Marine Hotel, 10.00 – 15.00 

Limerick             Saturday 9th November Castle Oaks Hotel 10.00 – 15.00 

 

Maths and Dyslexia 

Limerick  Saturday 5th October Castle Oaks Hotel 9.45 – 12.45 

Ashbourne  Saturday 19th October Pillo Hotel 9.45 – 12.45 

 

Course for Teachers on the Study Strategies that help the student with dyslexia 

Galway   Saturday 19th October  Clayton Hotel 9.30 – 13.00 

Sligo   Saturday 9th November Clayton Hotel 9.30 – 13.00  

 

Study Skills Workshop for Senior Cycle Students 

 Dublin  Wednesday 30th October  Stillorgan Talbot Hotel 9.30 – 13.00 

 

You can register your interest by emailing wynmccormack@sky.com 
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